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President’s 
letter  

Dr Giles Dunnill 

The last year has proved 
unpredictable and the 
whole committee has 
worked hard to innovate 
a n d k e e p t h e 
educational programme 
g o i n g d u r i n g t h e s e 
difficult times. The year has marked a sea-change in the way 
meetings have been organised and no doubt many of these 
changes are here to stay. My thanks go to all the committee for rising 
to the challenges we have faced.  

In March 2020 we started the Essential Medical Dermatology course 
as a conventional packed meeting, and ended it on the last day as 
our first virtual meeting with delegates and speakers logging on 
from home, something which has so quickly become routine. That 
week also saw the first of the Downing St live announcements 
broadcast at the start of the pandemic.  

Sadly we had to cancel the planned Advance Medical Dermatology 
meeting in September 2020, as well as the Infectious diseases 
course. However we had a successful contribution to the BAD 100th 
Annual Meeting in July, watched live by 304 delegates. This was 
significantly more than would have attended a conventional 
meeting, with many additional delegates logging on to watch later.  

In November DermDoc, our course for pre-ST3 doctors, was our first 
fully virtual meeting. Feedback was excellent with delegates ratings 
good or very good for most parameters. We were able to deliver 
small group sessions thanks to the course organisers, Drs Suzannah 
August and Fiona Tasker, and the IT support of the BAD team 
including Sally-Ann Koomson.  
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Upcoming courses  

Essential Medical 
Dermatology Course 
2021 - Registration now 
open! 
Dates: Thursday 11th - 
Friday 12th March 2021 
Venue: Virtual Course 

Annual Meeting of 
British Association of 
Dermatologists  
Date: 6th-8th July 2021 
Virtual course 
- Medical dermatology 

Plenary session  
- Advanced Medical 

dermatology grey cases 
session (Thursday 8th July 
afternoon) 

Dermdoc 
Date: November 2021  

Essential Cutaneous 
Infections 
Postponed to 2022 

Advanced Medical 
Therapeutics meeting 
September/October 
2021
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The advantages of virtual meetings has been greater access to a 
wider audience and potentially larger numbers, with reduced costs 
in transport and accommodation. The down side has been the 
absence of social interaction during the day and over a meal in the 
evening. Further we may need to limit numbers attending where we 
plan interactive sessions and breakout groups.  

In January 2021 we organised the Medical Dermatology meeting 
with the BAD and the RCP, which was possible despite the increasing 
pressures on all of us dealing with the effects of the third wave of the 
pandemic. I am very grateful to all the speakers and who put in much 
work in order to present to the meeting at this difficult time. An 
exciting new innovation is the ‘Lockdown lectures’ organised by Dr 
James Coe, our co-opted trainee, and Dr Ian Coulson. These have 
been well attended so far and we plan to continue them at least until 
the spring.  

Last year we awarded five travelling fellowships on account of the 
number of very high quality applications. These fellowships of up to 
£2,500 each, are designed to enable a dermatology trainee to 
further their experience in medical dermatology by visiting specialist 
centres for study outside their usual deanery. Inevitably the 
undertaking of these fellowships has been delayed, but we remain 
committed to fund them and have advertised to award 2 more this 
year.  

Lastly my thanks go to Dr Ian Coulson, our Treasurer for another year 
of keeping our finances under tight control, and to Dr Adam Fityan, 
our Secretary for running our committee with utmost efficiency.  

       Giles 

Editor’s corner 
Dr Jing Mia Gao 
ST6, Royal London Hospital  

2021 has been a challenging year so far. 
Our departments were still recovering 
from the fallout from the first wave of 
COVID-19 when the second wave hit. 
Across the country, we took on new 
roles in unfamiliar environments, as 
vaccinators, nurses, acute doctors. So I 
hope this newsletter provides you with 
some light reading and comfort during 
these times.  

This issue introduces new initiatives at BSMD including the forum 
and educational zoom talks (which are available to watch back on 
the members section of the BAD website). I want to remind 
members of our website bsmd.org.uk and our YouTube channel 
created by Fiona Tasker, previous trainee rep. This has educational 
interviews with previous speakers at our meetings and can be 
accessed here:  
www.youtube.com/channel/UCngEKMje1IWnRmx3qgbXttQ.  

As I write this, there is some light at the end of the tunnel - COVID 
numbers are dropping and even the weather is cheering up. So dear 
colleagues, stay strong - better times are ahead!  
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Trainee Report  

Dr Marianne de Brito 
ST3, The Royal Blackburn Hospital 

I hope that you are all well and safe. 
James and I are delighted to be your 
new Trainee Representatives.   As I am 
writing this, the UK's third national 
lockdown goes on during what is 
promising to be a very challenging 
winter for all of us.  

The most difficult situations can be 
fertile ground for innovation, as is the 
case with the excellent BSMD Zoom 
talks that James and Dr Coulson have 
been organising together. These 
Thursday evening talks (intended to be 
accompanied by a small gin or a 
Grenache according to your fancy) are 
kindly hosted by senior members of the 
BSMD stimulating interest in medical 
dermatology. I enjoyed learning about 
the acantholytic conditions as much as 
the Greek etymology and horticultural 
tips.  

We also look forward to virtually 
welcoming members to the Medical 
Dermatology meeting this month, 
where we have some fantastic speakers 
delivering talks on very relevant themes.  

With the continuing move to virtual 
platforms, now seems a good time to re-
introduce our revamped BSMD forum, 
which is now hosted on the Med Shr 
app. The aim of the BSMD Forum is to 
allow members from across the UK to 
discuss clinical conundrums and 
present interesting cases. We hope in 
t ime th is wi l l become a usefu l 
educational resource.  
  
Please feel free to contact James or 
myself if you have any suggestions or 
questions for either of us. In the 
meantime, keep up the good work and 
we are with you, virtually. 



BSMD ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2021

Introducing the BSMD Forum  

The British Society of Medical Dermatology are proud to launch the BSMD Forum on a new platform, Med Shr.  Dr 
Coulson and I have worked hard to find this platform which will be more user-friendly than the last website-based 
forum, which can be downloaded as an app on your mobile device as well as via desktop computer.  

The BSMD Forum is an invite-only group for members of the British Society of Medical Dermatology. The aim of 
the forum is to provide excellence in care for patients with complicated or rare medical dermatology problems, 
allowing discussion and expertise from BSMD members across the UK. The next phase of the Forum will be to also 
upload interesting cases for educational purposes for BSMD members. If you have an interesting or diagnostically 
challenging case that you would like to benefit from the help of BSMD members, please upload a case onto the 
Forum. Uploading a case is easy and also attracts 30 mins CPD. 

All BSMD members will have received an email with detailed instructions on how to join Med Shr and the Forum: it 
is straightforward; visit medshr.it/BSMD (case sensitive) which will take you straight to the BSMD Forum group and 
the app will advise you to log in or join Med Shr if you don't already have an account. Use your hospital or 
university email address to join; a validation link will be sent to that email address. If you have any questions or 
would like me to upload a case on your behalf, please email me on mdebrito@nhs.net (with details of your case 
and photos with consent, if for uploading a case). We hope that, in time, the BSMD Forum will become a valued 
educational and clinical advice resource for our members.  

Dr Marianne de Brito BSMD Trainee Rep, Dr Ian Coulson BSMD Treasurer  

BSMD zoom talks  
 
Open to all BSMD members, these virtual Zoom talks are the perfect opportunity to top up your knowledge of 
medical dermatology whilst relaxing at home with your chosen beverage! Each session takes place on a Thursday 
evening at 8 pm and lasts around 45 minutes. An expert speaker discusses a particular area of medical dermatology 
or series of interesting cases, while Dr Coulson chairs the meeting. We have already covered Behcet’s, the 
acantholytic disorders, graft-versus-host disease, and medical mouths! Feedback has been extremely positive and 
previous talks are available to watch again on the members’ pages of the BAD website. We invite all BSMD 
members to join us for the next session on 4th March when Dr Suzannah August will present a series of challenging 
cases. 

Dr James Coe BSMD Trainee Representative, Dr Giles Dunnill BSMD President
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